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CHANCELLOR FERGUSON. 
The losses to the Institute by death during the last 
few years have been heavy indeed, and it now becomes a 
duty to pay a last and well-earned tribute to a highly-
valued fellow-labourer, lately removed from among us in 
the fulness of zeal and purpose. It was in the nature 
of things that the distinguished men who rallied round 
the unique personality of Mr. Albert Way, nearly sixty 
years ago, such as the Marquis of Northampton, Dr. 
Hewell, Professor Willis, Dr. Guest, Mr. Hartshorne, 
Dr. Buckland, Dean of Westminster, Mr. Petit, and 
others whose names will readily occur to the mind, 
should have long since departed. Associated with later 
days, when Mr. Ferguson joined our ranks, we recall 
the familiar and courteous presence of Lord Talbot de 
Malahide, Mr.. Bloxam, Mr. G. T. Clark, Precentor 
Venables, Mr. Beresford Hope, the striking individuality 
of Mr. Freeman, and the co-operation of numerous 
earnest workers, all borne away in their turn on time's 
ever-rolling stream. Many, indeed, had long passed the 
allotted period of the Psalmist, and it is a melancholy 
thought to members of the middle period of the Institute's 
life, who had so willingly followed their leading, and 
admired them, busy and keen to the last, that the old 
volume is now well-nigh finally closed. 
Within the recollection of the members now fast 
merging into the elders of the Institute, methods have 
changed, and the conditions of the pursuit of archseology 
have changed with them. In the general movement that 
brought about these changes an active antiquary like 
Chancellor Ferguson naturally took a part, and it is well 
if we can feel assured that the work so solidly founded 
and raised is still being carried on by at least not less 
capable hands than those of the founders of the Society. 
Some there may be still among us who heard the idols 
demolished at Carnarvon, who have conversed with Way 
in one of his delightful " temporary museums," or sat at 
the feet of Willis, hailing him as the true " professor," 
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CHANCELLOR FERGUSON. 1 7 1 
while he unfolded " the architectural history" of a 
cathedral. Chancellor Ferguson was not then of the 
elect, but he listened many a time with admiration at 
Annual Meetings to a vivid exposition of a Hill of the 
Burh, wrought, for example, by the Lady of the Mercians, 
(or followed the scheme of a Shell Keep under the magic 
touch of a master, and sure may we be that the informa-
tion sank deep into his receptive mind. And he certainly 
realised with ardent appreciation, among many other 
impressive addresses in the Historical Section at the 
yearly gatherings, the place of a great Border City in 
English history, set forth in eloquent and stirring words 
under his own municipal leadership at Carlisle in 1882, 
hearing with delight, and as he well knew, that Rufus, 
and not the Conqueror, was the father and founder of 
his native city. 
We may, indeed, feel satisfied that members of the 
Institute who enjoyed, as Chancellor Ferguson did, at 
least some of the privileges to which these retrospects 
refer are capably carrying on the torch, and trust that 
younger men who had no such advantages are referring 
to them for guidance, because it is to the experience and 
teaching of the elder antiquaries of the present generation 
that rising students must in their turn look. 
To say that our lamented friend was a most competent 
and willing teacher, a modern antiquary of the best type, 
a scholar, a gentleman, and a worthy successor of the 
great men of the Institute who have passed away, is but 
to put on record what is well known to the general 
world of archaeology. Fortified by his bringing-up at 
Shrewsbury, St. John's, Cambridge—where he graduated 
as 27th wrangler—and at Lincoln's Inn, his unusual 
capacity quickly ripened, and long ago procured him the 
seat of Chairman of Quarter Sessions and his Ecclesiastical 
dignity. He brought to the consideration of knotty 
points in Roman archaeology the powers of a well-
balanced intellect, and to his exertions the present 
efficient state of revised knowledge respecting Hadrian's 
Great Barrier is largely due. Occasional papers from his 
ready and straightforward pen have appeared in the 
J'>urnal, and during many years at the prompting of the 
Editor he contributed excellent notices of antiquarian 
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1 7 2 CHANCELLOR FERGUSON. 172 
works. Diligent and conscientious as he was in the 
pursuit of archaeological knowledge in many branches, it 
was naturally towards the antiquities of his native city 
and county that his activity was mainly directed, and a 
worthy monument of his great industry remains in the 
sixteen volumes of the Transactions of the Cumber-
land and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archceological 
Society, founded chiefly through his exertions, edited by 
himself from the beginning, and long carried on under his 
able presidency up to the time of his death. It is by far 
the best of the county society transactions. 
Early in Chancellor Ferguson's antiquarian career he 
recognised the importance of recording evidence, and that 
with tireless energy he worked to this end his numerous 
contributions to the Transactions fully attest. Allusion 
has been made to his readiness in imparting information 
to less favoured friends. In this regard his promptitude 
was conspicuous—antiquaries may note with advantage 
that his answers usually came by return of post—and 
that his hand never wearied or his feelings wavered, the 
present writer has full evidence in a cordial and unbroken 
friendship and constant correspondence of more than a 
quarter of a century. Others will speak more at large 
of his multifarious labours in Carlisle, which city to its 
honour gave him its Freedom, and had his jsortrait 
painted in duplicate, and of his stimulating example, and 
continual exertions on behalf of Cumberland and West-
morland antiquities, setting the study of the teeming 
history of those wide districts on a firm and solid 
basis—assuredly no one man ever did so much for them. 
Doubtless others also, with the evidence of Chancellor 
Ferguson's industry and wide grasp constantly before 
them, will carry 011 the work thus so well advanced, for 
northern antiquaries in general and Cumberland men in 
particular are the most loyal and forward of modern 
inquirers. A better monument to their dead leader 
there could not be. 
Though many years of Chancellor Ferguson's work 
were years of suffering, and his strength constantly 
labour and sorrow, he bore himself throughout with 
manly courage, facing the end with calm steadfastness 
at the early age of sixty-two. His terse diction, native 
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CHANCELLOR FERGUSON. 1 7 3 
humour, and bright flashes will long be remembered, and 
he will be missed in countless northern circles where 
knowledge is appreciated and learning held in repute, 
while those who had the privilege of his intimacy will 
cherish the memory of an upright, warm-hearted man, 
a true and faithful friend. 
A. H. 
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